Primary central nervous system recurrence after paclitaxel therapy for epithelial ovarian malignancy.
Paclitaxel is currently being utilized to treat neoplasms which have a significant incidence of central nervous system metastases. It is, however, unclear as to whether paclitaxel crosses the blood-brain barrier. In this report, the authors describe a patient with refractory epithelial ovarian cancer treated with paclitaxel at 135 mg/m2/24 hr every 21 days. The patient achieved a complete clinical response of all abdominal and pelvic disease, but simultaneously developed central nervous system metastases. Paclitaxel was effective against the patient's abdominal and pelvic disease but was not protective against central nervous system metastasis.